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Abstract A core tenet of the model of domain learning is that learning is shaped by

cognitive and motivational forces. In writing, these catalysts include learners’

knowledge, motivation, strategic behaviors, and skills. This study tested this

proposition at two time points (Fall and Spring) with 179 fifth-grade students (52%

were girls), examining if writing knowledge, motivation, strategic behavior, and

skills each made a statistically significant and unique contribution to predicting

writing quality and output on social studies persuasive writing tasks, after variance

due to the other catalysts and reading comprehension were first controlled. Three of

the four catalysts (writing knowledge, strategic behaviors, and skills) each

accounted for statistically significant and unique variance in predicting writing

quality, number of words, or both at each assessment point. These findings provided

partial support for the model of domain learning as applied to writing.
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Writing is a complex task involving a rich array of determinants. It is shaped and

constrained by the communities in which it takes place (Graham, in press). In a

typical fifth-grade class, for instance, the types of writing that children are assigned

and produce conform to the purposes, goals, norms, and values of the class, which in

turn are influenced by forces outside the classroom such as school, district, state,
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