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Abstract
Textbooks are a major source in supporting instruction about reading across the world. 
Classroom teachers and school rely on these documents to guide the scope and sequence of 
instruction and expect them to provide evidence-based instructional guidelines to promote 
comprehension. Theories of reading comprehension are synthesized to identify vocabulary, 
generation of main ideas, summarization, and extrapolating inferences as sound constructs 
that promote comprehension. A review of textbooks from multiple continents show that 
most do not address evidence-based practices. Until the textbooks that support instruction 
on comprehension change, little can be accomplished by other means.
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1 Introduction

The impetus for this special issue originated during a European Literacy Network (ELN) 
COST Action Meeting held in Lyon, France in February 2018. The event focused on pro-
moting the use of evidence-based reading interventions in member countries. The Frame-
work for Accelerating the Strategic Comprehension of Text (FASCT) using the text struc-
ture strategy (Wijekumar et al. 2017), was presented to the participants from over 20 ELN 
member countries. One of the prominent themes discussed at the meeting was about the 
barriers to implementation of such interventions in complex school settings. Participants 
noted that understanding what was being taught in schools was necessary and important 
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